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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES, PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 


Fiscal Year 1961 


The Plant Quarantine Division has primary responsibility for pre- 
venting the entry of dangerous plant pests into the United States 
and the spread of pests from overseas U. S. areas to other parts 
of the country. The Division also has responsibility for certifying 
domestic plants and plant productsto meet the import requirements 
of foreign countries, These responsibilities are met by inspection 
staffs at the major ports of entry where Division inspectors work 
in cooperation with Customs and other government agencies in the 
examination of pertinent articles and their carrying vehicles. 


With a continuing increase in international travel and commerce 
comes a corresponding increase in the danger of pest entry. This 
year there were well over 160 million entries of people into the 
United States from foreign countries, When this figure is augmented 
by the number of people who traveled from Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and the American Virgin Islands to the continental United States, 
and were thus subject to plant quarantine inspection, the sum 
approximates the total population of the country. This is the 
equivalent of every person in the United States leaving the country 
and then returning. To this must be added the number of planes, 
trains, automobiles, and ships required for their transportation, 
and which also bring the many thousands of importations of both 
agricultural and nonagricultural cargoes that regularly bring plant 
pests to our shores and borders, 


Nearly all plant pests intercepted at ports of entry arrive in one 
of three ways: (1) in unauthorized plant material in passengers! 
baggage,(2)in commercial importations ofplants and plant products, 
and (3) with miscellaneous nonagricultural cargo. Of these three, 
passengers! baggage represents the greatest threat. In this fiscal 
year atotal of 22,713,663 pieces of baggage received plant quarantine 
clearance. 


With the entry of baggage increasing significantly each year, it has 
become clear that some effective measures need be developed to 
supplement inspection. Inthe belief that pest-carrying articles 
brought in by travelers could be materially reduced by a better 
informed public,a number of measures have beentakento accomplish 
that purpose, including the following: 


- Display cards in guest rooms of selected overseas 

hotels. 

* Bilingual warning notices distributed at Mexican 

Border portse 

¢ Motion picture films for showing on passenger liners. 

¢ Film and slide announcements for TV showing. 

« Customs baggage declaration made specific as to 

articles of plant quarantine significance. 

* Press releases of newsworthy plant quarantine 

articles. 

* Arrangements made for comments on plant quaran- 
tine restrictions to be included inbrochures issued 
with passports. 

Agricultural attaches thoroughly briefed. 

Armed services regulations revised to include re- 
strictions of plant quarantine significance. 

* Leaflets for distribution withticket sales for overseas. 


Statistically, the number of interceptions of plant pests this year 
was 15% less than last year, but still 20% greater than the previous 
five-year average. Last year's interceptions were particularly 
high, 60% above the previous five-year average. This year's inter- 
ceptions of insects, plant diseases, snails, nematodes, and mites 
included many of the world's most destructive plant pests. Some 
of the more significant pests and the number of times intercepted 
were: 
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This was an increase of 37% over last year inthe interception of 
these pests, despite the decrease of'15%in-total interceptions made 
this year as compared with last year. 


SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 


The Airborne Hitchhiker, On April 6 a live adult of Melolontha 
melolontha (L.) was intercepted at New York in a plane arriving 
from France. This chafer, which has never been established in 
North America, is destructive in both its larval and adult forms 
and in Europe attacks more than 60 different fruits, vegetables, 
field crops, ornamental plants andtrees. Within five days ten 
more interceptions were made and crew members arriving from 
Paris reported that the beetle was literally swarming around Orly 
Airport there. Arrangements were immediately made for an aerosol 
disinsectization treatment for all planes arrivingfromOrly. Divi- 
sion representatives in Western Europe were promptly notified and 
made arrangements for the disinsectization of flights prior to 
departure from Paris. Atotal of 38 infested planes were found 
between April 6 and April 25 at Anchorage, Boston, Bradley Field 
(Connecticut), Chicago, and McGuire Air Force Base (New Jersey). 
Plane treatments were discontinued on May 1, the beetle flight 
season having ended, 


Facilitation of Travel and Commerce, In furtherance of the policy 
of the Division to impose a minimum of impediment to foreign 
travel and commerce, consistent with proper precaution against 
plant pest dissemination, the Division actively participated in the 
following measures to that end: 


e Establishment of Interagency Group on International 
Aviation (IGIA), This new interagency group, for the 


development of recommendations tothe Secretary of 
State, consists ofthe Administrator of FAA and repre- 
sentatives of the Departments of State, Defense, and 
Commerce, and the Civil Aeronautics Board. Astaff 
member of the Plant Quarantine Division was desig- 
nated to represent the Department of Agriculture for 
participation on an ad hoc basis. 


Water Transportation Facilitation Committee, This 
newly formed interagency committee provides for 


coordination onthe national level and will make appro- 
priate recommendations to the State Department as 
to the U. S. position for international consideration, 
A staff member of the Plant Quarantine Division was 
named asthe Department's representative on this 
committee. 


Pest Identifiers at Ports of Entry, -To facilitate the 
handling of infested commodities and carriers, the 


Division has designated fourteen specifically trained 
portinspectors as pest identifiers within the field of 
their specialization and familiarity. The fields in- 
clude entomology, phytopathology, malacology, 
nematology, and acarology. 
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Export Increase, With the accelerated development of new nations 
in various parts of the world and food famine in some of the more 
populous areas,a wider demand for Americanagricultural products 
developed, particularly cereal grains and grain products, This 
was reflected in an increase notonly in the quantity of plant mate- 
rials requiring inspection and certificationto meet the phytosanitary 
requirements of destination countries butinthe number of countries 
involved. This year a total of 226 commodities were certified to 158 
different countries as compared with last year's 110 commodities 
to 129 countries. Also, anadditional 1511 certificates were required. 


General Cargo Problem, Pest infested or contaminated general 
nonplant cargoes are requiring increased attention by Division 
inspectors. During this fiscal year, for example, the findings of 
khapra beetle were responsible for the fumigation of 38 ships from 
foreign areas as well as 66 lots of general cargo, Over 140,000 
boxes and bales of 15 different types of cargo from 12 countries 
were involved. In addition, large quantities of general cargo re- 
quired fumigation because of contamination with snails of agri- 
cultural importance. 


Statistical Summaries 


The following statistical summaries of activities of the Plant 
Quarantine Division appear on the succeeding pages: 


Table 1. Airplane Inspection Activities 

Table 2. Ship Inspection Activities 

Table 3. Mexican Border Inspection Activities 
Table 4. Foreign Mail Inspection 

Table 5. Transit Inspection 

Table 6. Cargo Inspection 

Table 7. Quarantine Material Interceptions 

Table 8, Plant Pest Interceptions 

Table 9. Inspection Activities Confined to Hawaii, 


Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands 


a. Fruits and Vegetables 
b. Domestic Mail Packages 
c. Other Inspection 


Table 10. Activities Performed at Special Inspection Stations 


a. Departmental Propagative Material Importations 
b, Other Propagative Material Importations 

c. Departmentally-Grown Material 

d, District of Columbia Regulations 

e. Departmental Non-Propagative Material 


Table ll. Fruit Treated in Mexico 

Table 12. Inspection of Plant Materials in Europe 

Table 13. Animal Quarantine Inspection Activities 

Table 14. Comparative Summary of Activities for F, Y. (1956-1961) 
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